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ORANGE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

School Board Meeting Highlights 

Feb. 12, 2019 - The School Board of Orange County held its regularly-scheduled board meeting 
at the Ronald Blocker Educational Leadership Center. These are the highlights of the meeting: 

School Board approves implementation of Sandy Hook Promise programs 
The OCPS partnership with the Sandy Hook Promise Foundation allows for the delivery of 
research based programs in schools that will positively engage students while proactively 
supporting students who may be in crisis. The initial programs include “Start With Hello” (SWH) 
and “Signs of Suicide” (SOS). SWH teaches children and teens how to be more socially 
inclusive and connected to each other. SOS teaches adults in schools how to identify, assess, 
and respond to threats of violence or at-risk behavior before a tragedy takes place. This 
program not only addresses the threat, but helps identify and treat the root cause that leads a 
youth to making a threat to harm themselves or others. For more information click here for the 
Memorandum of Understanding. 

School Crossing Guard Appreciation Day for OCPS is Feb. 14 
Orange County Public Schools relies on school crossing guards from its local and county 
partners to staff over 600 school crossing guard posts throughout the district. During tonight’s 
school board meeting several local crossing guards and their coordinators were recognized. 
School crossing guards perform a critical student safety function by monitoring traffic at key 
intersections and escorting students and their families safely across roadways during the school 
day. While performing this essential function, school crossing guards face many challenges 
during their work day to include environmental conditions, inclement weather and other factors. 



          
               

               
     

 
    

        
  

      
      

      
  

             
             

 
  

             
 

     
      

                
               
                

               
    

 

Despite these challenges, school crossing guards maintain their vigilance keeping the district’s 
students safe from harm. The district asks for everyone to show their appreciation. If you know 
someone who would like to be a crossing guard all local law enforcement agencies are hiring. 
To read the proclamation click here. 

Changes regarding administrative personnel
Superintendent Barbara Jenkins introduced the following new administrators: 

Charisse Ninah, assistant principal, Odyssey Middle 
Dominique Ryan, assistant principal, Apopka High 
Jessica Smith, assistant principal, Freedom High 

*Reminder* All board meetings are live streamed on the School Board’s YouTube page and will 
be accessible from web browsers on computers or mobile devices. To find the live stream, 
visitwww.boardmeetings.ocps.net. 

(For more information, please contact Media Promotions at 407.317.3458 or pio@ocps.net ) 

OCPS EEO Non-Discrimination Statement 
The School Board of Orange County, Florida, does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its 
programs and activities, on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, genetic information, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or any other reason prohibited by law. The following individuals at the Ronald 
Blocker Educational Leadership Center, 445 W. Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida 32801, attend to compliance matters: Equal 
Employment Opportunity (EEO) Officer & Title IX Coordinator: Jared Brooks; ADA Coordinator: Michael D. Graf; Section 504 
Coordinator: Latonia Green. (407.317.3200) 
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